Communion Talk – 8th August 2010
Kaniva Church of Christ – J. Dyer
Welcome – Good Morning All.

** Fold Cloth **
 Invitation – We celebrate this meal almost weekly to remember the last meal that Jesus had with his disciples. In a few moments we’ll take some of this grape juice & bread, to remember Jesus’ blood and body. All who wish to remember his sacrifice in this way are welcome to join in doing this. 
Talk: I was doing the rounds of some blogs (describe a blog) that I read during the week, when I came across this interesting quote. It’s by an author who you may or may not have heard of called Anne Rice. She’s apparently sold more than 100 million books worldwide, so someone, somewhere must have heard of her. Anyway she wrote:
Quote - “For those who care, and I understand if you don’t: Today I quit being a Christian. I’m out. I remain committed to Christ as always but not to being “Christian” or to being part of Christianity. It’s simply impossible for me to “belong” to this quarrelsome, hostile, disputatious, and deservedly infamous group. For ten years, I’ve tried. I’ve failed. I’m an outsider. My conscience will allow nothing else.” Anne Rice. Author. 
Unfortunately, I could deeply identify with her. A week ago I couldn’t even fathom myself up here leading communion, as I was confused, hurt and unsure just where I was at with my faith. Like Anne, I’ve experienced hurt and betrayal at the hands of my fellow believers. ‘If this is what being a Christian makes you’ I was thinking, ‘then I want out’.
Then of course, during the week God did his thing. Through discussions I had at bible study and with those around me, as well as a bit of prayer, I realised (or rather, it was pointed out to me!) that by remaining resentful & upset and angry at those that had wronged me, I was allowing the cycle to continue. As long as I was unforgiving, I was just like the quarrelsome, hostile and disputatious Christians that Anne had encountered. 
Forgiveness.

I was and am badly in need of it. Forgiveness for the things I have done and forgiveness for the things done to me. But where does one find this forgiveness? There’s only one place that I’ve found it. Right here around the communion table. In Jesus body, beaten, whipped, nailed and broken for us. In Jesus blood, spilled and poured out for us. 
Matthew 26:26 26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 
We will do the same. 

Prayer - Thankyou God for the body of your son, broken & beaten for us. Thankyou God for giving us this bread, our ordinary food to remember an extraordinary sacrifice. 

Distribute Bread

 Matthew 26:27-29: 27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28This is my blood of the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."

We should also give thanks.
Prayer - Thank god for the gift of the wine. A drink of celebration, used to celebrate forgiveness. 
Distribute Cup

Offering – Sowing Generously 

2 Corinthians 9

 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

As per this verse, if you would like to give money towards the work of this church now is your chance. If this isn’t something you’d like to do, feel free to let the bags pass you by. 

Prayer of thanks for the offering.

Song – Christ from whom all blessings flow.

Message
